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Mount Desert Islander
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Trash on a Mount Desert Island beach. A group of high school students who have been working on the issue of
plastic pollution will present their findings at upcoming events at Reel Pizza, the Jesup library and the Southwest

Harbor library.

Students on parting with plastics

SOUTHWESTHARBOR—
Mount Desert Island High
School freshmen Caroline
Musson, Logan Wilbur, Char-
lotte Partin, and Ella Izenour
are set to present their re-
search about plastic pollu-
tion and screen a condensed
version of the documentary
“A Plastic Ocean” at three up-
coming events. The students
will also speak about a citizen
initiative underway in all four
MDI towns to ban single-use
plastic bags and polystyrene
(ak.a. styrofoam).

The gatherings are set for
Saturday, Oct. 13 at 2 p.m. at
Reel Pizza; Tuesday, Oct. 16
at 5:30 p.m. at the Jesup Me-
morial Library and Wednes-

day, Oct. 17 at 5:30 p.m. at
the Southwest Harbor Public
Library.

Last year, the then-eighth
graders Pemetic Elementary
did research about the effects
of plastic waste on the envi-
ronment and public health
and became impassioned ad-
vocates for the elimination of
single use plastic bags.

They presented their re-
search to the Southwest Har-
bor Town Meeting in May and
subsequently presented to the
select boards in Mount Des-
ert and Tremont and the town
council in Bar Harbor.

‘A Plastic Ocean docu-
ments the newest science,
proving how plastics, once

they enter the oceans, break
up into small particulates
that enter the food chain
where they attract toxins like
a magnet,” a statement from
the producers reads. “These
toxins are stored in seafood’s
fatty tissues, and eventually
consumed by us. Producer Jo
Ruxton joined an expedition
to the so-called Great Pacific
Garbage Patch in the North
Pacific Gyre, 1500 miles off
the coast of San Francisco, to
ascertain its impact. When the
expedition discovered free-
floating microplastics instead
of an anticipated solid mass
that could be contained, Jo
knew she had to begin the film
that would become A Plastic

Ocean.”

A Climate to Thrive is host-
ing the events, along with
the students, the Town of
Mount Desert’s Sustainability
Committee and the Citizens
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Bag ban

Initiative for Reducing Plas-
tics on MDI.

Contact Reel Pizza at
288/3828, the Jesup at 288-
4245 or mrice@jesuplibrary.
org, the Southwest Harbor
library at 244-7065, or www.
swhplibrary.org or A Climate
to Thrive at aclimatetothrive.
org.



